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St. Thomas, 
Danish West Indies. 


the American Numismatic Society, August 29, 1910 
New York. 


oe Dear Sirs: 


‘The present letter has for its object to bring to your knowledge the fact 
that I possess a little silver coin of great numismatic value, not from its 
antiquity, but from its rarity. It is clear to me that the said little coin is 
the only copy known in the world today, and that in consequence it ought to have 
a great value among collectors or public museums that would desire to complete a 
collection. 

_ T have received an infinity of offers, but no one has satisfied me, since I am 
not disposed to sell it for less than $10,009, American gold, 

And it has not only the merit of being the only copy (ejemplar unico), but that 
of bearing a date which is not in accord with history: a fact which gives it an 
aspect markedly mysterious. 

This little coin was found in the ruins of La Vega Real, Dominican Republic, : 
On one side it has the shield and the bars of Aragon, and says: - 

DEI GT PHILIPPUS II 
2c 
and, on the other hand, it has a circle with a cross, four heads, and the following 
inscriptions: - - 
ARAGONUM REX ITOI 

The date is sufficiently clear, but the zero may have been originally a 6 or a 9, 
and besides reading it (the date) either preceded by the cross, or with this at the 
end, a doubt arises among the following dates:- 1101, 1191, 1011, 1611. 

What must be the true date of this coin? It ought not to be 1011, 1101, or 
1191, since, although the kingdom of Aragon existed at those dates as an pipe eh soho 
state, no king named Philip II was living. Neither should it be 1611, since, on 
the other hand, at that date Philip II had existed, but the kingdom of Aragon had 
disappeared, becoming the province of Spain. 

If, in spite of all, we admit as true this last date, the said coin must then 
have been issued during the reign of Philip III, since his predecessor died in | 
1595, and, as I have understood, coins bear always the inscriptions of the 
reigning monarch, and not that of his predecessor? The little coin, in agreement 
with history, ought to say Philip III, King of Spain, 1611, and not Philip II, 
King of Aragon, 1611. 

An intelligent Spaniard, residing in this locality, and to whom I showed the 
little coin, thinks that the true date is 1011, since the history of the Kingdom of 
Aragon is very nebulous, without its being known with sure knowledge how the said 
realm was formed, (he) not doubting that there existed in Aragon two kings called 


Philip I and Philip II, predecessors of Ramero I reigning in 1035, © ie 

Finally, you will take exact account of the importance of this little coin when 
you examine the great collections of coins, and note the want of one like that ee. 
possessed by myself. | . 

If your honourable Society desires to make a detailed study of ds puoriant and 
historic a question, please inform me, that I may have prepared a Bhotographio Pia’ 
copy of the little coin, and send it to you by the next post. ‘ 

In the hops of an answer from you, I an, 

Yours very truly, 
D. Francisco Espaillat de ts Mota 


September <a, 1910 
My Dear Sir: 3 
| l have read with interest your letter of August 29 megarding the 
little Spanish coin. Z 


The werters of this Society who have given most attention 40 Spanien 


history and numismatics are now absent, and when they shall be here J ‘can give 
no cuarantee that a willingness to pay $10,000 will dive a numismatie test or 
the degree of their interest; but If you should choose to send a photograph of 
the coin I shall with pleasure show it, and return it tO you 1f you wish. 

Very truly yours, | 2 
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ST. THOMAS 


Mr. Bauman L. Belden, 
Director, 
The American Numismatic Society, 


New York. 


My dear Sir: . 
I have the pleasure of acknowledging your favour of September 


sth, I send you herewith a simple copy of the obverse and reverse of 
the little Spanish coin referrei to in my letter of August 29th, since 
in this city I have not found a person capable of sketching it properly. 

As this question will be, without doubt, the object of a discussion 
in the bosom of the Society that you worthily direct, I beg you to 
transmit to me the opinions of its members regarding the matter, as 
well as the resolution of the Society to acquire or not from my hands 
for the price indicated the said little coin, 7 

Thanking you in advance, and in the hope of your favourable 
answer, 

I aw 
Your obedient servant, 


RCO. ESPAILLAT DE. LA moTa 


| 
| 


Baransuiila, Colonbia;. 
january 12th, 1912. 


fhe Awerican Numismatic Society, 


New York. 
Vy dear Sirsr- 


f 


which you can direc 


you to be so good as to sive me a definite answer 
29th of Augast, 1910, directed frow Saint Thomas. 


iad myseif residing in this city of Baraasuilla, to 


am 
t your answer. Thanking you ig advance, I am, 


Very truly yours, 
Francisco Espaillat de la Mota. 


